Calumet Reinvestment Mapping Tool
(CRMT)
The goal of the Calumet Reinvestment Mapping Tool
(CRMT) is to bring underutilized sites in the Calumet
region back into productive reuse. The Calumet
Collaborative Brownfield Working Group (BWG)
wanted to create a map as a baseline of brownfield
and underutilized sites with additional information
layered over these sites so that the best future use can
be determined. Some of the additional information
includes; economic development tools, environmental
data, social vulnerability, land use, and zoning.

Many thanks to the Calumet Collaborative
Brownfield Working Group members for collectively
creating this tool that will address brownfield
redevelopment as a means of advancing
sustainable development in the Calumet region.
This guide will give a brief overview of how this
tool can be utilized to identify local planning and
economic development opportunities, environmental
conditions, and share information with Calumet
residents so that the highest and best uses can be
implemented by partners throughout the region.
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The Calumet Region
Spanning southeast Chicago, south Cook County, and Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties of northwest
Indiana, the bi-state Calumet region boasts proud and diverse communities, important natural
ecosystems, and a powerful industrial heritage.
As the Calumet region builds on these assets toward a vibrant future for people, wildlife, and businesses,
Calumet Collaborative is fostering a new level of collaboration in sustainable development.
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CRMT Tool Basics
Toolbar & Legend
The legend has a
drop down menu to
explore brownfield
sites, economic
incentive zones,
social vulnerability
index, zoning
and land use, and
environmental
features.

The toolbar details
background and
purpose of the CRMT.

You can also find a
data dictionary and a
link to our website.

To turn layers on/off,
check and uncheck the
boxes. Note, the more
layers turned on the
slower the site will load.

Data Sources
You can find a list of all data
sources, download links, and
associated information in the
triple stack button ( ) in the left
tool bar.

Zoom & Search
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The zoom function
allows you to zoom in
and out of the map in
various locations.
You are also able to
reset you view to the
full region.
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The search
function allows
you to input
key words and
locations.

Data Layers:

Brownfield Sites
Economic Incentives
Social Vulnerability Index
Zoning & Land Use
Environment

Brownfield Sites
According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), a brownfield is a property where
the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or
potential precense of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.
Upon opening, all
brownfield sites are
selected and viewable to
turn layers off, uncheck the
blue boxes to the left of
the site label in the legend.
Note, the more layers
turned on the slower the site
will load.

Site Data
Each brownfield site on the map
has source data, site name,
site type, address, and other
information. When clicking on
Brownfield
the source data link, you may
Redevelopment
find documentation and reporting
about the selected site. All of
this information is sourced from
publicly available data.
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Data Layers (cont’d)

Economic Incentives

Economic incentive layers include:

Opportunity Zones

HUBZones

The Opportunity Zone program aims
to break the cycle of disinvestment
by attracting the private investment
necessary to reinvigorate struggling
local economies.

The U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA)
program
supports
small
companies that operate and employ
people in historically underutilized
business zones (HUBZone). The
government limits competition for certain
contracts to businesses in HUBZones.

TIF districts
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Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts
are used to finance redevelopment
projects or other investments using
the anticipation of future tax revenue
resulting from new development. They
are used by municipal governments to
stimulate economic development in an
area.
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NMTC Program
The New Markets Tax Credit (NMTC)
program designated census tracts
permitting individual and corporate
investors to receive a tax credit against
their federal income tax in exchange for
making equity investments, which can
attract private capital into low-income
communities.
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Data Layers (cont’d)

Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)
The Center for Disease Control (CDC) Some SVI themes include:
uses the Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)
to identify the resilience of communities
• Socioeconomic status
when confronted with external stresses on
• Household composition
human health, natural or human-caused
• Race/ethnicity/language
disasters, or disease outbreaks.
• Housing and transportation
CDC’s Social Vulnerability Index uses 15 Higher SVIs may indicate higher human
U.S. census variables, including income, suffering and economic loss.
language, and disability status, to help
local officials identify communities that
may need support in preparing for
hazards recovering from disaster.
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Data Layers (cont’d)

Zoning & Land Use

Zoning laws assign a specific purpose to land areas (e.g., residential, manufacturing) and prevent the unregulated
construction of property that interferes with that purpose. Land uses generally describes the economic and cultural
activities occurring in an area (e.g., agricultural, industrial, residential).

Environment
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Environmental layers show U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
protected areas, wetlands, and flood hazards.
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Brownfield Working Group
Calumet Collaborative’s Brownfield Working Group explores and
aligns bi-state brownfield redevelopment strategies that build off of
existing resources including: vacant land, brownfields, and productive
reuse examples and identifying opportunities for action.
The working group aims to create a methodology
for prioritizing the redevelopment of underutilized
brownfield sites through direct community involvement
and information-sharing. Calumet Collaborative may
support residents’ short- and long-term goals by
developing innovative strategies for productive reuse.

Examples of productive reuse include:
• Promoting clean, renewable energy (e.g.
community solar) to communities that have
historically struggled with climate justice issues
• Establishing urban agriculture to food deserts
• Attracting new businesses and green jobs to a
region with many assets and opportunities
• Increasing total acreage of managed natural
areas and providing access to natural and green
space for residents and wildlife communities,
which improves the quality of life and health for
everyone
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If you have questions, need additional information, or are
interested in becoming part of our Brownfield Working Group,
please email Sarah Coulter at:
sarah@calumetcollaborative.org

Thank you!
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